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Message

Bt

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Communications
Association of Hong Kong (CAHK) on its commendable
efforts in publishing the “2017 Official Guide to ICT Industry
in Hong Kong”, which serves as a most useful reference guide
offering invaluable insights on the latest development of ICT

and future trends for the industry.

In this data driven economy, personal data collected can
generate massive business opportunities after being consolidated and analysed.
Progress in ICT and globalisation has profoundly changed the ways individuals’ data
are collected, retained and used. Indeed, our way of life is changed as a result. Cyber
security issues are serious concerns, as they may lead to unprecedented challenges to

personal data privacy protection.

In this regard, we in PCPD have been advocating that organisations should make
personal data protection as part of their corporate governance responsibilities committed
by the top management. This approach calls for a paradigm shift from compliance to
accountability, and the formulation and implementation of a comprehensive privacy
management programme (PMP). I am very glad that CAHK joined hands with my
office to promote and adopt the PMP in the ICT sector.

Accountability is the mechanism for assuring data stewardship and protection. Data
privacy is no longer a legal compliance issue only, but also a business concern which
should be addressed by CEOs in the board room rather than the back room, linking
internal policies to data protection law, adopting the Privacy by Design approach by
bringing privacy to the foreground and embedding privacy from the outset. Businesses
should treat privacy as an asset rather than a liability; a competitive edge that wins
market reputation and trust of customers. I have every confidence that the ICT sector will

continue to take the lead to protect data as part and parcel of the life of this smart city.

STEPHEN KAI-YI WONG

PRIVACY COMMISSIONER FOR PERSONAL DATA, HONG KONG
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INNOVATION LEADERSHIP
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