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M essage

I would like to extend my heartiest congratula-
tionsto the Communi cations Association of Hong
Kong on its publication of the ITU TELECOM
WORLD 2006 Special Edition of the * Official
Guide to Communicationsin Hong Kong” . The
Guide, released biennially for many years, has
proved to be an important source of information
on the latest devel opments of Hong Kong' sinfor-
mation and communi cations technology (ICT) industry.

2006 is a special year for the telecommunicationsindustry asthe ITU
TELECOM WORLD, also known as the Olympics of international
telecom events, will be held in Hong Kong for thefirst time. The Guide
published this year, to be distributed widdly during the event, will there-
fore serve asawindow for ICT professional s from around the world to
gain insight into our city’s achievementsin ICT.

Hong Kong has been well-known for its leadership in market
liberalisation and world-classtel ecommuni cations productsand services.
W& have established one of the most sophisticated tel ecommunications
infrastructures in the world. It has been playing a pivotal rolein Hong
Kong'sdevel opment asan inter national commercial and financial centre.
As at April 2006, we enjoy a mobile service penetration rate of 125%
and a broadband household penetration rate of 67%. Both are among
the world's highest and have been achieved through facilities-based
competition. A wide range of innovative and advanced telecommunica-
tion services, such as the third generation mobile services, IPTV and
multi-media services over broadband, are available on the market at
affordable pricesto offer consumersawide choice.
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As the regulator, the Office of the Telecommunications Authority has
been keeping abreast of the rapid technol ogy advancements and trends
of worldwide telecommunications. Reviews of our regulatory regimes
and ingtitutional structure are now underway to pavetheway for telecom-
broadcasting and fixed-mobile convergence. e will ensure that our
regulatory policies are always forward-looking and conducive to busi-
ness and technol ogy devel opments.

Needless to say, the success of Hong Kong also relies on the profound
contributions made by theindustry. CAHK has been playing a key role
in representing and promoting the interests of the ICT industry. | am
confident that, with the innovations and hard work of the industry and
CAHK, Hong Kong's ICT industry will continue to thrive and bring
benefits to the society as a whole.
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Mr M H Au
Director-General of Telecommunications
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