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| would like to extend my warmest congratulations to the Communications Association of Hong Kong (CAHK)
on the publication of its “2025 Official Guide to the ICT Industry in Hong Kong.” This biennial publication has
been playing an important role in the promotion of local ICT industry through the provision of up-to-date
information about the developments and latest trends in the communications sector.

It is particularly encouraging to note that under the relentless efforts and commitments of the CAHK and
all the market players, the Hong Kong communications sector continued to thrive and shine in the past two
years, notwithstanding the trying times we all had to go through during the process of economic recovery
from the global pandemic. The development of 5G mobile communications market has been vibrant and
strong with local subscriptions doubled in the past two years and exceeded 90% of the population. Mobile
network operators (MNOs) are applauded for rolling out extensive 5G networks which cover all populated
districts, major shopping centres and the entire mass transit railway system. Such an extensive network
coverage not only brings about enhanced communications experience to 5G users, but also unleashes a
torrent of innovative applications for business opportunities and establish a dependable communications
platform for introduction of Artificial Intelligence (Al) which will transform our way of life in the digital era.

The Office of the Communications Authority (OFCA) is fully committed to implementing various Government
policy initiatives to facilitate the continued expansion of 5G infrastructure in Hong Kong. With the passage of
the Telecommunications (Amendment) Ordinance 2024 by the Legislative Council in February 2024, OFCA
has been working with relevant government departments to implement the statutory requirements to ensure
availability of space in and access to specified new and redeveloped buildings for installation of mobile
access facilities by MNOs. Moreover, to expand 5G network infrastructure at major public event venues, OFCA
has also been actively coordinating relevant parties including government departments, venue managers
and MNOs to expedite the installation of radio base stations at identified venues and government premises.
OFCA's coordination efforts are delivering results such that 5G network and capacity at those public event
venues have progressively been strengthened for the benefits of the community at large.

Looking forward, OFCA will step up our efforts to implement the Government'’s policy initiative to further
enhance telecommunications network coverage. Apart from the implementation of the subsidy scheme for
extension of optical fibre networks to remote villages, OFCA is formulating another subsidy scheme for MNOs
to expand their mobile network infrastructure in country parks and remote areas. OFCA will work hand in hand
with the industry and other stakeholders with a view to launching the scheme in 2025.

In light of the fast-moving communications market and the rapid evolution of information technologies,
including the emergence of next generation mobile services, low-altitude economy and development
of Al etc.,, OFCA will, taking into account the relevant international developments and trends, continue to
craft our regulatory regime and set out best practices to foster these developments. OFCA will also release
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suitable radio spectrum to the market in a timely manner to enable the early deployment of state-of-the-art
communications services and applications in Hong Kong.

Lastly, | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for the unwavering support given by CAHK all along to
join hands with OFCA to implement a variety of initiatives and measures to facilitate development of the
communications sectors and enhancement of consumer protection. | am confident that with the continuous
collaboration and close partnership between CAHK and OFCA, Hong Kong's communications industry will
continue to prosper and create notable achievements to the next level in the future.
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